Running Head: STRATIFICATION                                                                                                                                 1
 CONCEPTS AND THEORIES OF STRATIFICATION                                                                                                     3

[bookmark: _GoBack]








Name:
Date:
Chapter9: CONCEPTS AND THEORIES OF STRATIFICATION


















The initial impression
CONCEPTS AND THEORIES OF STRATIFICATION
Chapter 9 is about the struggle and separation of people according to the property they own in society. On reading about the limousine look as it explains how a woman with a limousine drive over the neighbourhood of poor individuals illustrate how people in the community are of different classes. The wealth and privileges some people have shown how they separate people by grouping them in different levels.
Impacts
On this chapter, we see the effects of stratification, which is mainly the grouping of people into different classes. It is clear that in a society, there are people of various categories, there are those who are rich and those who are less blessed with wealth. In this chapter, more words have been written to denounce inequalities in power and wealth and to justify these inequalities. In this chapter being impacted to learn the struggle that those less privileged people in the society undergoes. Stratification has many undesirable consequences.  It is evidenced that people who are in lower classes of the communities are very disadvantageous and suffer so much as they struggle to make ends meet in life. In our modern society, I support this argument by sociologists since I have experienced this problem by observing some people struggling in life. In the present community, stratification is still evidenced in our societies and our country. There is some degree of stratification that seems to be an unavoidable feature of social structure. The chapter makes me interested to learn some of the theories about stratification and to learn how sociologists have conceived of classes.  The episode will also discuss the phenomenon of social mobility and explain why societies are stratified. The section will also illustrate the ways of curbing stratification in communities.  
The Themes and issues in the chapter.
Concepts of Social Class
Karl Marx theory
Sociologists have used various ideas to come up with social classes. Marx is one of the sociologists who came up with his approach, which uses the means of production to explain the different levels of people. This factors of production include lands, machines and tools and investment capital. According to Karl Marx is that stratification of individuals in society emerges due to possession of mean of production by individuals in the community.  Those who are rich and have this means of production are known to oppress those who are poor. Karl Marx theory demonstrates how the poor are used by wealthy merchants to work for them in their production farms. According to Marx is that bourgeoisie owns these means of production and those who did not have these means of production belong to another class, and they sell their labour to bourgeoisie.  The theory dismisses many individuals who are marginalized to the economy he classified such people as lumpenproletariat, are individuals who have little social purpose and self-respect. The approach also excluded farmers and peasants from his conception of class because he believed that the drama of historical change would occur in the urban industrial sectors of capitalists’ societies, rural people as they could play no part in shaping social change. The theory is ironical in the greatest communist revolutions Marx predicted never did occur in the urban industrialized, capitalist nations. It is believed that revolution had occurred in less developed countries where the poor started fighting for their position in society. 

Conflict
Conflict is another theme that is established in this chapter, mainly on the material position in society. The fight between the rich and the poor in the community offer the ownership of means of production built the theme of conflict. The oppression of the poor by the wealthy merchants who forced them to work in their farms and to press them to sell their means of production contributed to conflict between the rich and poor. The over the control of factors of production between the rich and the poor is an issue that Marx explained in this chapter. The conflict of interest is still dominant in modern societies where the reach is still in the frontline to control most of the production and authority in the country. The poor, on the other hand, have started fighting for their position in society, not accepting the oppression from the rich in the community.
Weber’s Three Dimensions of Stratification
Weber dealt with the issue of the economy in this chapter; he links the property ownership to leadership. The effect of economics in society, mostly those individuals with material possession and income are to link to be having more chances in society for leadership. In his view is that some people might not be owing to the available property but due to their ability to control such features gives them more chances to exercise leadership. This is true in our modern society as it is true that those individuals in our communities who are given priorities to control properties use that privilege to gain prestige to be in control. Weber believes that economic position can rest on authority without ownership since he saw that prestige and power were not wholly the consequence of property relations. The issue of control is the main idea that Weber dealt with, as he believes that some people may be compelling and not having more properties. This can be related to the political arena as we can have some leaders who can convenience the majority of people to choose them, yet they do not have many properties.
The other issue is about social mobility; many societies differ in the way they give positions. The upward and downward movements create stratification. In this issue, I can relate to modern society in the way people get promotion in the workplace. The development of one from one position to another in raising job ladder depends on many issues like qualifications, but some use corrupt way to get job promotions. There are some rules in society or any workplace that have been established that one should fulfil to get publicity. The rules, structural changes in society can influence mobility. 
The other important issue is the Class Cultures and Networks, according to sociologists, is that class tend to develop and maintain distinctive cultures. Class and cultures mostly develop depend on the dress worn, speaking style and extend of getting information. According to Pierre is concerned with how level in terms of cultural capital adds to the advantages and disadvantages of one class. in modern society, the type of some people is identified like dressing they use for example the way the royal families and queens who head some countries have different dressing mode that associated to their class and position they hold in society
